Presulent Roosevelt's Hobbies




GUNS fromeAll NATIONS

One type of prop the movies never need to fake is a gun.
This is but a part of the arsenal at the Paramount Studios,
where weapons- of every conceivable vintage and type are
kept under double lock and key to prevent mortal accidents
either in use or while in storage. Here revolvers of all
kinds from a six gun to a pearl handled pistol are stored.

76

Extreme precautions are taken by movie studios in

handling the very real weapons used in filming modern thrillers. Left shows an expert
marksman doing his stuff when the script called for a shattered door. Such times, sets
are cleared of all hands. Above—A war scene from *Bitter Tea of General Yen.”

THE machine guns of the beleaguered gar-
rison, making a last stand, are rattling
and spitting fire at an enemy whose rifles
and revolvers crack viciously in reply.
Casualties are strewn everywhere and the
acrid smoke of battle hovers over the scene.
It is a critical situation, indeed—or ap-
pears so.

Then the director shouts “cut,” and the
“dead” and “wounded” arise and brush
themselves off. For it is only a scene from
a current talkie, and no one is really
“wounded in action.”

Prevention of Accidents

Yet accidents might easily occur in mak-
ing just such movie scenes as this, where
firearms are used promiscuously. Unless
extraordinary precautions are taken, a real
bullet, for instance, might find its way into
the thousands of blanks that are fired. And
even the blanks themselves might cause
severe powder burns and disfigurements
within ten feet of firing. For this reason the
motion picture studios employ every safe-
guard possible in the handling of guns and
ammunition.

Indeed, as James Stembridge, firearms
expert and custodian of the Paramount
Studio arsenal, puts it, “Our precautions in-
clude everything but hanging a red light on
the. guns.”

“No company on the lot,” says Stem-
bridge, “can get firearms, particularly ma-
chine guns or ammunition, to use on sets
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Stock MOVIE Arsenals

Roland Young and Dewey Robinson, well known Paramount
featured players, inspect a r of the Par arsenal,
where machine guns and special army-type rifles are stocked.

without having a permit signed by the head
property man. And no outside studio can
rent guns from Paramount without a special
permit from the State of California.

‘“We keep a record of each gun that goes
out ‘of this arsenal—serial number, type,
etc.—and we know every minute of the time
it is in use just where we can put our hands
on'it.

“Our machine guns are kept in vaults and
our ammunition in magazines under double
lock and key. It is not only impossible for
them to be stolen, but no careless person can
tamper with them at any time.”

‘When the arsenal gets a properly signed
order for guns and ammunition, the wea-
pons are carefully examined by the firearms
expert and then locked in boxes to which
the head property man has the keys. These
boxes are delivered to the set where the
company is working. The blank ammuni-
tion is also delivered in separate lockers,
thus blocking any chance of the guns being
loaded by an unauthorized person.

Rehearsals are then gone through, and
the scene made ready for actual filming. The
head property man in the meantime has
loaded the weapons which will figure in the
sequence. There is a final pause, when the
i:_action side of the set is cleared for forty

eet.

Now the director signals “camera” and

(Continued on page 128)
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James Stembridge, custodian and fire-arms
expert for Paramount, also knows his knives.
In his care he has a collection of bayonets
for all types of guns used by all nations.
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When a special model of gun is called for, such as a flint-
lock, movie realism- demands that powder smoke issue not
only from the muzzle, but the breech lock as well.



BE YOUR OWN FIXER
AND SAVE THE REPAIR MONEY

‘ ‘ 7 ITH Smooth-On No. 1 you can make the

following repairs quickly, easily and well:
—Stop leaks in steam, water, gas, oil or stove
pipes, mend cracks, breaks or
leaks in furnaces and boilers,
radiators, tanks, sinks, pots,
pails, make loose handles tight on
umbrellas, knives, hammers, brushes,
drawers, etc., tighten loose screws,
hooks, locks, door knobs, ete.

On the auto:—Make cracked wa-
ter jackets good as new, stop leaks
in radiators, hose connections, gas
tanks and gas, oil and exhaust lines,
make a fume-proof joint between ex-

HOME .~ AuTo
REPAIRS

WITH

g haust pipe and tonneau heater,
SMOOTHO tighten loose headlight posts, keep
grease cups, hub caps, and nuts from

Write for Jloosening and falling off, ete. -
FREE BOOK No skill required and the Smooth-

On used on any one job seldom
costs more than a few cents.
Get the booklet from us and
Smooth-On No. 1 in 7-0z., 1-
lb. or 5-lb. tins from any
hardware store.
SMOOTH-ON MFG. CO.
Dept. 69 570 Communipaw Ave.

Jersey City, N. J

N Ctums mo"

Doit Doit with, SMOOTHON

Dirt Track Racing

Now you can break into the racing
game. How to build your racer,
contest rules, supercharges, bal-
ance, speed, “‘revs,” compression
ratios—a complete racing treatise
illustrated. Postpaid $1.
Madisonville, C

i, Ohio.

Dept. A,

RAY KUNS,
~ Guaranteed, Electric §

Motor

All parts to assemble high-grade electric
motor. Pulley included. ¥ull instructions. sew B
_ Runs from a 4 to 8 volt battery or trans- g ; ¢
former. Operates hand-made toys, erectors, % @
ete. Iiducational. Years of fun. Money
Back Guarantee. Sent POSTPAID for $1.
Dremel Mfg. Co., Dept. 332, Racine, Wis.

LINCOLN POINTS
THE WAY to a fascinating aviation

career with big pay suc-
cess. Here Government Licensed Instructors
know how to properly train you for the bet-
ter jobs in Aviation. Unexcelled equipment.
Training includes blind flying, eross coun-
try, acrcbatics, master mechanics, airplane
and engine course. Government Approved
School.

Now is the time to start training. LINCOLN, the World’s
Best Known School, is the place to start. Exceptional oppor-
tunities for rich rewards to properly trained pilots and me-
chanics as Lincoln trains you, in Central and South America
as well as in the U. S. Aviation courses taught in either
English or Spanish. Write! State your age.

LINCOLN AIRPLANE & FLYING SCHOOL

4025 Aircraft Bldg. Lincoln, Nebraska

Guns From All Nations in Movies

(Continued from page 77)

the firing begins. Care must be taken that the
actors do not come too close to the guns in the
heat of battle or serious burns may result. At
the same time the action must not be repressed

When the scene has been filmed the guns are
once more collected and put back into boxes

Real bullets are seldom fired on the set. Some-
times, however, the action calls for a door to be
perforated, say, or bric-a-brac to be smashed.
Then an expert marksman is called in to do the
shooting. Actors and workers alike are cleared
off the set so that there will be no possible chance
of anyone being struck.

Convert Weapons to New Types

“Incidentally,” says Stembridge, “the arsenal
will not deliver ‘live’ ammunition to a company
(unless it can show a spemal order signed by the
‘studio production manager.’

“In battle scenes where great numbers of rifles
are needed, a few, of course, may be dummy guns,
unequipped to shoot even blanks. Nevertheless,
they will be fashioned with extreme care to match
the period in which the story action takes place.

On the other hand, “fireable” weapons are
sometimes converted from one type of gun to
another—as for instance, a cartridge rifle to the
old muzzle-loader of our fore-fathers.

A recent order of this kind, Stembridge said,
called for more blunderbusses than the arsenal
had on hand. They were to emit smoke exactly
as the ancient weapons did, both from the end
of the barrel and from the firing pan.

Get Guns From Germany

Devising the bell-mouth was fairly easy; a small
brass auto horn properly shaped and wired on
every gun successfully achieved the effect. The
firing end of the gun was more difficult. Here’s the

'way it was done: A small flash pan was fastened

near the trigger. A hole in the breech allowed
sparks from the exploding cartridge to ignite
powder in the pan, giving a wisp of smoke.

It is seldom necessary to “fake” the wanted
type of gun, since genuine firearms of every make,
period and country are stored in the vault-like
rooms of movie arsenals.

Of course, in huge war spectacles, where large
numbers of troops are used, the resources of the
movie gun-rooms “play out” and the studios have
to go outside for additional firearms.

Universal’s “All Quiet On the Western Front,”
for example, not only exhausted the arsenal’s
stock, but utilized $30,000 worth of arms equip-
ment bought in Germany especially for the pic-
ture. In addition, large numbers of guns were
borrowed from American Legion Posts around
Southern California. Every type of weapon, from
giant howitzers to German automatic pistols,
played their part in that great production.

During the vogue of gangster pictures, machine
guns were used on nearly every stage, Stem-
bridge says. And, of course, the ever-faithful
Western always has plenty of gunplay.

Today, with war and adventure films popular,
the use of firearms by the movie studios is prob-
ably even more general. Yet, because of the ex-
treme care exercised in handling firearms and
ammunition, no gun accident has ever occurred.
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