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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO

RICHARD ABRAHAMSON : Case No.
1204 Red Roan Ln
Loveland, Ohio 45140
Judge
Plaintiff,
v, : COMPLAINT WITH JURY DEMAND

DISCOVERY ATTACHED, INCLUDING

AMERICANA DANCE THEATRE, INC. : REQUESTS FOR ADMISSIONS
c/o Statatory Agent Joyce Aimee (praecipe to clerk attached)
3559 Edwin Dr,
Los Angeles, CA 90046

and
JOHN LEBOLD
77 Spruce Run Dr
Brewster, MA 02631

Defendants.

PARTIES

1. Richard L. Abrahamson ("ABRAHAMSON™), the Plaintiff in this action, is a medical doctor,
aresident of the State of Ohio and a citizen of the United States and was one of the former
owners of Toon Art, reziding at the address in the caption.
2. Defendant Americana Dance Theatre, Inc. (“ADT™), is a Calitornia Based, non-profit
corporation, which is used by Defendant LeBold to sell fraudulent items to unsuspecting
individuals and corporations.

3. Defendant John LeBold. (“LEBOLD™) is the owner of a collection of Hollywood

Memorabilia, some of which is authentic and some of which upon information and belief, is
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spurious and is an individual, living in Massachussetts at the address listed in the caption.
FACTS
4. On or about September 1999, Defendant John LeBold and Plaintiff Richard Abrahamson
entered into negotiations that resulted in Toon Art, Inc. paying $100,000.00 for assorted
garments and pieces of memorabilia from Defendant John LeBold and his company, Defendant
Americana Dance Theatre, Inc.
5. The transaction was entered into in Hamilton County, Ohio, through escrowing $100,000.00
with an attorney, Richard L, Katz, in Cincinnati, Ohio, in accordance with a written contract
executed on September 21, 1999, a true copy of which is attached as Exhibit A to this Complaint.
6. By agreement of the parties, the $100,000.00 payment was converted into the purchase of the
assorted garments and pieces of memorabilia that Defendant John LeBold represented to be
authentic.
/. The listing of such garments and memorabilia was as follows: Elizabeth Taylor’s costume
from “Cleopatra™; James Dean pants from “Giant”; Betty Davis jacket and cape from “The
Private Lives of Elizabeth and Essex™; Frank Sinatra pants from “Anchors Aweigh™; Susan
Hayward dress from “Untamed”; Erroll Flynn jacket from “The Adventurcs of Don Juan”; Fred
Astaire tuxecdo shirt and pants from “A Royal Wedding™; and Greta Garbo’s cape from “Queen
Christina™;
8. Based upon Defendant John LeBold’s representation that such items were authentic, and as
represented, Toon Art invested its money.
9. Plaintiff Richard Abrahamszon has, received an assignment of all the action which Toon Art

would have against Defendant John LeBold for his actions in furnishing fraudulent garments,
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such assignment is attached as Exhibit B.
10. In 2011, Plaintiff Richard Abrahamszon made an effort to zell items from the collection that
had been sold to him by Defendant John LeBold.
11. As part of theze efforts to sell such items, Plaintitf Abrahamson contacted Profiles in History
to have a catalogue put together on which to sell the items on consignment.
12, Upon publication of the catalogue, the owner of the authentic Cleopatra dress contacted
Profiles in History to notify them of the fraudulent representation in their catalog.

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION: BREACH OF CONTRACT
13, Plaintiff Richard Abrahamson realleges all the foregoing paragraphs as if fully rewritten
herein.
14. Defendant John ILeBold and Defendant Americana Dance Theatre, Inc.’s actions in
furnizhing false garments is a breach of the covenant of good faith and fair dealing.
15. In addition, it i= a material breach of the contract, attached at Exhibit A, with Toon Art.
16. As adirect and proximate result of such breach, Plaintiff has suffered a loss of $90,000.00.
17. Because the breach was malicious, and not done in good faith, Defendant John LeBold and
Defendant Americana Dance Theatre, Inc. are also responsible to pay the Plaintift’s reasonable
attorney fees and punitive damages in an amount sufficient to deter such activities in the future.

SECOND CAUSE OFACTION: FRAUD

18. Plaintiff Richard Abrahamson realleges paragraphs 1-12 as if fully rewritten herein.
19. Defendant John LeBold and Defendant Americana Dance Theatre, Inc.’s furnishing of

spurious memorabilia was tantamount to fraud.
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20. Plaintiff Abrahamson reasonably discovered the fraud in 2011, as a result of the owner of an
authentic garment identifying the falseness of the garment that had been =old by Defendants to
the assignor to the Plaintiff.

21. As adirect and proximate result of the fraud, Plaintiff Abrahamson has actual suffered
damages in excess of $90,000.00.

22. In addition, Defendant John LeBold and Defendant Americana Dance Theatre, Inc. are liable

for punitive damages in an amount to be sufficient to deter him from such conduct in the future,
as well as Plaintiff Abrahamson’s rcasonable attorney fees and costs in this action.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF
23. WHEREFORE, having fully pleaded his cause, Plaintitf Richard Abrahamszon, hereby prays
that this honorable Court award him damages in the amount to be determined but in excess of
$25,000.00, his costs and attorney fees, and any and all such other relief as thiz Court, or a jury,
may direct.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Robert F. Croskery

Robert F. Croskery (0064802)
Trial Attorney for Plaintiff
Croskery Law Offices

810 Sycamore St., 2™ Floor
Cincinnati, OH 45202

Phone: (513) 232-LAWS (5297)
Fax: (513) 338-1992

reroskery @ junc.com
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Of Counsel:

Croszkery Law Offices

Melinda E. Knisley (002662)
810 Sycamore St., 2™ Floor
Cincinnati, OH 45202

Fhone: (513) 232-LAWS (5297)
Fax: (513) 338-1992

JURY DEMAND

Plaintiff hereby demands trial by a jury of eight to hear the within cause.

/s/ Robert F. Croskery
Robert F. Croskery (0064802)

PRAECIPE TO CLERK

Serve copy of Discovery to each Defendant along with the Complaint. If certified mail is
refused, serve by ordinary mail.

/s/ Robert F. Croskery
Robert F. Croskery (0064802)
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PLAINTIFFE'S FIRST SET OF REQUESTS FOR ADMISSION, DOCUMENT
REQUESTS, AND INTERROGATORIES PROPOUNDED TO DEFENDANTS

Plaintiff, through counsel, and makes the following Request for Admissions and First Set of
Interrogatories and Document Requests directed to Defendant, to answer the following
Interrogatories and respond to the Document Requests and requests for Admission within thirty
(30) days of its receipt. These discovery requests shall be deemed continuing so as to require
supplemental answers if the Defendant obtains further information not contained in the answers
to the following Interrogatories, Document Requests, and Requests for Admission, pursuant to
Rules 26, 33, 34, and 36 of the Ohio Rules of Civil Procedure.

All documents shall be produced at the offices of counszel for Plaintiff, 810 Sycamore,
Cincinnati, Ohio, at 10:00 a.m. on the 31 day after service on the Defendant, or, if that day iz a
Saturday, Sunday, or Holiday, the next succeeding business day. Alternatively, Defendant may
meet this requirement by sending certified answers to interrogatories, admissions, and true and
accurate copies of responsive documents to arrive at Plaintitf’s attorney’s offices before that due
date.

DEFINITIONS AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR ANSWERING
A, In answering, use the following definitions:

1. The term "document” or "documents" means the original and all copies
regardless of origin or location, of any writing or records of any type or description, whether
official or unofficial, including, but not limited to, the original and any copy of any book,
pamphlet, periodical, letter, memorandum, report, record, study, inter or intra-office
communication, handwritten or other note, working paper, publication, permit, ledger and/or
journal, whether general or special, dizk, data sheet, photograph, or any other written, recorded,
transcribed, filed or graphic matter, however produced or reproduced, to which defendant had
access or now has access.

2. The term "you", "your”, refer to the Defendant, including its officers and
employees with knowledge of the subject matter addrezzed.
3. The words “and”™ and “or™ shall be construed as conjunctively or

dizsjunctively as necessary to bring within the scope of thesze discovery requests any information
which might otherwize be construed to be outside their scope.

4. The words “any™ and “all” shall be considered to include “each™ and “each
and every”.

5. The masculine gender =hall be construed as including the feminine, the
singular shall be construed as including the plural, and the plural shall be construed as including
the singular, so as to bring within the scope of theze discovery requests any information or
documents which might otherwise be construed to be outzide their scope.

6.  “Identity”, when used of a person, means to state the person=s name,
employer, job title, work address and residence address, work telephone number and home
telephone number. State any and all such information that iz known to you. For perzons who
you contend can make statements that bind the corporate defendant, do not give telephone
numbers.
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B. All answers must be made separately and fully, in that an incomplete or evasive
answer constitutes a failure to answer. If you cannot answer the following Interrogatories in full,
after exercising due diligence to secure the information to do =o, so state and anzwer to the extent
possible. Specity your inability to answer the remainder, and state whatever information or
knowledge you have concerning duty to supplement your response with respect to any questions
directly addrezsed to the identity and locations of persons having knowledge of discoverable
matters, the identity of any person expected to be called as a witness at trial, and the subject
matter on which he or she is expected to testify. You must also correct any response which you
know or later learn is incorrect or incomplete.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT PLAINTIFF WILL SEEK TO RECOVER ALL
COSTS OF PROOF HE INCURS, INCLUDING ATTORNEY FEES OF $350.00 PER
HOUR AND COURT REPORTER FEES, FOR RELEVANT MATTERS YOU FAIL TO
ADMIT THAT HE PROVES.

REQUESTS FOR ADMISSION
REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 1.

Admit that Defendant LeBold had a contract with Toon Art, Inc. which began as an
option contract (attached as Exhibit A) and was converted, by agreement, to a sale of assorted
garments and pieces of memorabilia to Toon Art, Inc. for the price of $100,000.00.

RESPONSE:

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 2.

Admit that Defendant LeBold falzely represented the garments and pieces of memorabilia
sold to Toon Art as being authentic.
RESPONSE:

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 3.

Admit that at the time Defendant LeBold =old the items to Toon Art, Inc., he knew that
the items were fakes.

RESPONSE:
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INTERROGATORIES

INTERROGATORY NO. 1:

If you deny Request for Admission Number 2, state what you relied upon as fact to know

that the items were authentic. Review the definition of identify before responding.

ANSWER:

INTERROGATORY NO. 2:

If you deny Request for Admission Number 3, identify any and all such proof that you
have that prove the items are authentic. Review the definition of identify before responding.

ANSWER:

INTERROGATORY NO. 3:
Identify any and all persons whom you contend have knowledge of the facts and
circumstances alleged in the Complaint. Review the definition of identify before responding.

ANSWER:

INTERROGATORY NO. 4:
For each person identified in responsze to Interrogatory No. 3 above, state the facts which
you contend are known to each person.

ANSWER:
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INTERROGATORY NO. 5:
For each fact set forth in response to Interrogatory No. 4 above, identify any and all
documents which describe, support, or otherwise reflect the facts known to each person.

ANSWER:

INTERROGATORY NO. 6:
Identify any and all persons who took part in initiating and finalizing the contract and sale
with Toon Art Inc for the purchase of garments and memorabilia.

ANSWER:

INTERROGATORY NO. 7:

Identify any and all persons, by name, address, and telephone number (other than Plaintiff
Abrahamson) who, from January 1, 2000 to the present, have filed a lawsuit, complaint,
administrative charge, gone to any government agency, or made a claim or complaint of
receiving fake hollywood memorabilia involving Defendant John LeBold. Provide the Case

caption, case number, names of all parties, and outcome of the case.

ANSWER:

INTERROGATORY NO. 8:

Identify and describe in detail each communication (written or oral, including e-mails)
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between officials, employees, representatives, or management of Toon Art, Ine., and Defendant
John LeBold from January 1, 1999 to present that concern the sale of garments and pieces of
memorabilia to Toon Art, Inc. by Defendant John LeBold. Include, without limitation, a
dezcription of all such communications related to Toon Art, Ine., Plaintiff Richard Abrahamson
or any other person’s allegations that they were zold fake Hollywood memeorabilia by Defendant
John LeBold regardless of whether you consider such statements to constitute allegations of

wrongful termination.

ANSWER:

INTERROGATORY NO, 9:
Identify all documents which you consulted, relied upon, or referred to in preparing
responscs to these Interrogatorices, its answer to Plaintiffs’ Complaint and/or its disclosures.

ANSWER:

INTERROGATORY NO. 10:

State the name, address, and job title or capacity of each person who prepared or assisted
in the preparation of the rezsponses to theze Interrogatories.

ANSWER:

10
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INTERROGATORY NO. 11:
Please state whether each answer to each interrogatory set forth herein accurately sets
forth the sum total of all facts known to YOU relating to the subject matter of the interrogatory.

ANSWER:

REQUESTS FOR PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS

REQUEST FOR DOCUMENTS NQO. 1:

If you deny Request for Admiszion Number 2, provide true and accurate copies of the
documents which prove these items are authentic.

ANSWER:

REQUEST FOR DOCUMENTS NQ. 2:

If you deny Request for Admission Number 3, provide true and accurate copies of all

documents which prove the items are authentic.

REQUEST FOR DOCUMENTS NQO. 3:

Any and all documents which support, evidence, relate or otherwise pertain to any
lawsuits, complaints, charges, or claims of zelling fake Hollywood memorabilia made against
Defendant John LeBold from January, 2000 to the present.

ANSWER:

11
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REQUEST FOR DOCUMENTS NO. 4:

Copies of all exhibits to be used at trial or mediation regarding this matter.

ANSWER:

12
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VERIFICATION

I hereby swear that the foregoing answers to plaintiffs for said interrogatories, request for
admission, and document requests are true, accurate, and complete, to the best of my knowledge.

Sworn and subzscribed before me this day of , 2012, in

County, Ohio.

Notary Public

My commission expires

13
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